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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5651

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Labor, Conmerce & Consuner Protection (originally sponsored
by Senators Kohl-Wlles, Delvin, Kline, and Ton)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to providing humanitarian requirenments for certain
dog breeding practices; adding a new section to chapter 16.52 RCW
creating a new section; prescribing penalties; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Dogs are neither a commercial crop nor commodity and shoul d not
be indiscrimnately or irresponsibly nass produced;

(2) Large-scal e dog breeding increases the |likelihood that the dogs
w il be denied their npbst basic needs including but not limted to:
Sanitary living conditions, proper and tinely nmedical care, the ability
to nove freely at |east once per day, and adequate shelter from the
el enent s;

(3) Wthout proper oversight, large-scale breeding facilities can
easily fall bel ow even the nost basic standards of humane housi ng and
husbandry;

(4) Current Washington state | aws are i nadequate regardi ng the care
and husbandry of dogs in large-scale breeding facilities;
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(5 No Washington state agency currently regulates |arge-scale
breeding facilities;

(6) The United States departnent of agriculture does not regul ate
| arge-scal e breeding facilities that sell dogs directly to the public
and thus, such direct-sales breeders are currently exenpt fromeven the
m ni mum care and housing standards outlined in the federal aninmal
wel fare act;

(7) Docunented conditions at large-scale breeding facilities
include wunsanitary conditions, potential for soil and groundwater
contam nation, the spread of zoonotic parasites and infectious
di seases, and the sale of sick and dying animals to the public; and

(8) An unfair fiscal burden is placed on city, county, and state
taxpayers as well as governnent agencies and nongovernnent al
organi zations, who are required to care for discarded or abused and
negl ected dogs fromlarge-scale breeding facilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person nmay not own, possess, control, or otherw se have
charge or custody of nore than fifty dogs with intact sexual organs
over the age of six nonths at any tine.

(2) Any person who owns, possesses, controls, or otherw se has
charge or custody of nore than ten dogs with intact sexual organs over
the age of six nonths and keeps the dogs in an enclosure for the
majority of the day nust at a m ni num

(a) Provide space to all ow each dog to turn about freely, to stand,
sit, and lie down. The dog nust be able to lie down while fully
extended wi thout the dog's head, tail, legs, face, or feet touching any
side of an enclosure and wthout touching any other dog in the
encl osure when all dogs are |lying down sinultaneously. The interior
hei ght of the enclosure nmust be at |east six inches higher than the
head of the tallest dog in the enclosure when it is in a nornal
standing position. Each enclosure nmust be at least three tines the
l ength and width of the I ongest dog in the enclosure, fromtip of nose
to base of tail and shoul der bl ade to shoul der bl ade.

(b) Provide each dog that is over the age of four nonths with a
m ni mrum of one exercise period during each day for a total of not |ess
t han one hour of exercise during such day. Such exercise nust include

ESSB 5651 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNMNDNMNDNDDNNMNDNMNMNMNNNNPEPRPPRPPRPRPRPERPEPRPPRPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O M wWwDNNEe o

removing the dog from the dog's primary enclosure and either |eash
wal ki ng or giving the dog access to an enclosure at |east four tines
the size of the primary enclosure allowing the dog free nobility for
the entire exercise period, but may not include use of a treadml|, cat
mll, jenny mll, slat mll, or simlar device, unless prescribed by a
doctor of veterinary nedicine. The exercise requirenents in this
subsection do not apply to a dog certified by a doctor of veterinary
medi ci ne as being nedically precluded fromexercise.

(c) Maintain adequate housing facilities and primary enclosures
that nmeet the followi ng requirenents at a m ni num

(i) Housing facilities and primary enclosures nust be kept in a
sanitary condition. Housing facilities where dogs are kept nust be
sufficiently ventilated at all times to m nimze odors, drafts, amoni a
| evel s, and to prevent noi sture condensation. Housing facilities nust
be equipped with a working snoke alarm and have a neans of fire
suppression, such as functioning fire extinguishers or a functioning
sprinkler systemon the prem ses and nust have sufficient lighting to
all ow for observation of the dogs at any tine of day or night;

(1i) Housing facilities nust enable all dogs to remain dry and
cl ean;

(ii1) Housing facilities must provide shelter and protection from
extreme tenperatures and weat her conditions that nmay be unconfortable
or hazardous to the dogs. Anbient tenperature nust not fall below
fifty degrees Fahrenheit or rise above eighty-five degrees Fahrenheit;

(iv) Housing facilities nust provide sufficient shade to shelter
all the dogs housed in the primary encl osure at one tine;

(v) A primary enclosure nust have floors that are constructed in a
manner that protects the dogs' feet and legs from injury. Rai sed
kennel s nust be slatted with a solid resting surface. The follow ng
must be nmet for floors constructed with slats: (A) Slats nust be flat;
must have spaces in between that are no nore than 0.5 inches in wdth;
(B) slats nust have spaces between them that run the length of the
floor; (C) slats nust be no less than one inch in wdth; (D) slats nust
be level with the slat next to it within a single enclosure; (E) slats
must be strong enough so that the slats do not sag or bend between
structural supports; and (F) slats nmust be constructed of a material
i npervious to noisture and able to be cl eaned and saniti zed;
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(vi) Primary enclosures nust be placed no higher than forty-two
i nches above the floor and may not be placed over or stacked on top of
anot her cage or primary encl osure;

(vii) Feces, hair, dirt, debris, and food waste nust be renoved
fromprimary enclosures at least daily or nore often if necessary to
prevent accumul ati on and to reduce di sease hazards, insects, pests, and
odors; and

(viiti) Al dogs housed in the sane encl osure nust be conpatible, as
determ ned by observation. Animals wth a vicious or aggressive
di sposition nust be housed individually. Breeding fermales in heat may
not be housed in the sanme enclosure with sexually mature nal es, except
for breeding. Breeding females with litters may not be housed in the
sane enclosure with other adult dogs. Puppies under twelve weeks nmay
not be housed in the same enclosure with other adult dogs, other than
the damor foster damunl ess under i mredi ate supervi sion.

(d) Provide dogs wth easy and convenient access to adequate
anmounts of clean food and water. Food and water receptacles nust be
readily cleaned and sanitized. Enclosures nust contain potable water
that is not frozen, is free fromdebris, and is readily accessible to
all dogs at all tines.

(e) Provide veterinary care w thout delay when necessary. A nmale
unal tered dog nust be exam ned by a veterinarian at | east once a year
A femal e unal tered dog nust be exam ned by a veterinarian at |east once
a year or prior to each attenpt at breeding, whichever occurs nore
frequently. A dog may not be bred if a veterinarian determ nes that
the animal is unfit for breedi ng purposes. Only dogs between the ages
of twelve nonths and eight years of age may be used for breeding.
Animal s requiring euthanasia nust be euthanized only by a licensed
vet erinari an.

(3) Any animal control officer or other authorized public health or
safety official may, upon receiving a conplaint or upon the officer's
own notion, investigate any violation of subsections (1) and (2) of
this section.

(4) A person who violates this section is gqguilty of a gross
m sdeneanor .

(5) This section does not apply to the follow ng:

(a) A publicly operated animal control facility or animal shelter;
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(b) A private, charitable not-for-profit humane society or ani nal
adopti on organi zati on;

(c) Aveterinary facility;

(d) Aretail pet store;

(e) Aresearch institution;

(f) A boarding facility;

(g) Agroomng facility; or

(h)(i) A comrercial dog breeder |licensed, before the effective date
of this act, by the United States departnment of agriculture pursuant to
the federal animal welfare act (Title 7 U S.C. Sec. 2131 et seq.); or

(i1) A comercial dog breeder |icensed, on or after the effective
date of this act, by the United States departnent of agriculture
pursuant to the federal animal welfare act (Title 7 U.S.C. Sec. 2131 et
seq.), except as provided otherwise in this subsection. Subsection (1)
of this section applies to a commercial dog breeder wunder this
subsection (5)(h)(ii).

(6) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions
apply, unless the context clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Dog" neans any nmenber of Canis lupus famliaris;

(b) "Large-scale breeding facility" neans a breeding facility that
has fifty or nore dogs with intact sexual organs; and

(c) "Retail pet store" nmeans a comercial establishnment that
engages in a for-profit business of selling at retail cats, dogs, or
other animals to be kept as household pets. This term does not
include: (i) Any person or establishnent that breeds or raises aninmals
to sell, exchange, broker, or otherwise transfer the animals to the
public as household pets; and (ii) publicly operated animal contro
facilities or animal shelters, private, charitable not-for-profit
humane societies, or animal adoption organi zati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect January 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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